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Summary 

2021 was the most successful year in the history of Salam for Democracy and 

Human Rights. It had the highest output of the reports, events and media 

appearances. Over the course of 2021 Salam DHR had 5 events, produced 11 

reports, had 19 statements and media appearances, and published 6 opinion 

pieces. Salam DHR also recruited and trained 15 interns, with over 20 internal 

sessions.  Our professional team and dedicated followers were crucial to this 

success. 
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SALAM DHR Activities & Metrics – 2021

Activity Metrics

Official Statements and Press Releases Published 19

Reports Published 11

Opinion Pieces Published 6

Events Held 8

Interns Recruited and Trained 15

Internal/Development Sessions Held 20+
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Reports 

05 January 2021 – Salam DHR produced ‘Promise vs. Action: The 

Issues with Compliance to UN Human Rights Mechanisms and the 

Continuation of Human Rights Violations in Bahrain since 2015’. The report 

covers common human rights abuses perpetrated by the Bahraini regime, as 

well as the international laws and resolutions that are broken. It also discusses 

the various mechanisms through which the UN monitors human rights. It 

provides a quantitative analysis of the various rights abuses and Bahrain’s 

response to UN communication on these matters. Such responses frequently 

deny the allegations made against them. Alternatively, Bahrain claims they are 

acting within Bahraini law without providing more details and ignoring whether 

this complies with international law.  

22 January 2021 – Salam DHR published ‘Education is a Right and Not 

a Privilege’. The report examined how Bahrain’s education system is 

underfunded and discriminatory. From these findings, Salam DHR urged the 

Government of Bahrain (GoB) to respect the right to education and the 

international Convention against Discrimination in Education. 

09 February 2021 - Marking the 10th anniversary of the Pearl Uprising, 

Salam DHR released ‘Decade of Oppression: Authoritarianism in Bahrain 2011 

– 2021’.  The comprehensive report provides a short history of Bahrain, the 

events of 2011, and the subsequent Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry 

(BICI). It outlines how the human rights and democracy picture has deteriorated 

over the past decade, investigating different categories of abuses, along with the 

issue of citizenship revocation beginning with a historical review of the subject 

before proceeding to outline the legal situation. The report also highlights the 
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situation relating to this since 2011 before providing a range of case studies and 

covers various forms of religious persecution before detailing the arbitrary 

detention of citizens. This report concludes with several witness testimonies 

from activists before offering a range of recommendations. 

31 March 2021 – Salam DHR and the Bahrain Forum for Human Rights 

published an update on Covid-19 cases in Bahraini prisons. It included the 

names of infected prisoners and an outline of poor, unsanitary conditions in 

institutions such as Jau Detention Center, as well as the continuing issue of 

limited access to healthcare, which is often a punitive measure taken against 

prisoners by authorities. 

19 May 2021 – Salam DHR published the report ‘Human Rights and the 

Digital Sphere in Bahrain, 2010-2020’. The report explores and contextualises 

the use of cybersecurity to restrict and violate human rights in Bahrain, such as 

freedom of speech online, along with various forms of censorship. Composed 

prior to the NSO scandal, the report presciently highlights that the growth of 

state-controlled technology firms and the importation of foreign spyware will 

make this digital surveillance and digital policing major issues in Bahrain in the 

future.  

31 May 2021 - Salam DHR released ‘Arbitrary Revocation of Nationality 

in Bahrain: A Tool of Repression”. This report was produced in cooperation 

with the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and Hawiati – MENA 

Statelessness Network. This report investigated the practice of citizenship 

revocation in the years following the Bahraini 2011 uprising. It did so by first 

outlining the general human rights and democracy situation in Bahrain to give a 

more detailed picture. It then introduced the matter of citizenship revocation by 
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providing details of the case of Dr Masaud M Jahromu. The report then 

proceeded to give details of the legislation which provides the basis for the 

stripping of citizenship. Having done so the report then highlighted how 

Bahrain’s practice of citizenship revocation has no basis in international law 

whatsoever. The report discusses how arbitrary revocation has been used since 

2011 including details of how the process itself has been riddled with human 

rights abuses.  Finally, the report concludes with details of the case of Ibrahim 

Karimi. 

17-18 June 2021 - Salam DHR launched its second annual campaign to 

bring awareness to child prisoners in Bahrain. It is the hope of the Salam DHR 

that repeated campaigns will compel reforms in Bahraini jurisprudence that 

aligns with the UN’s rights of the child and prohibitions on torture and ill-

treatment.  

12-18 July 2021 - Salam DHR announced its first campaign marking 

Nelson Mandela’s birthday. The campaign, which will continue annually, is 

meant to combat racial descrimminationa and apartheid in all its forms globally. 

25 June 2021 – Marking the International Day in Support of Victims of 

Torture, Salam DHR published a commemorative report analysing the 

prohibition of torture through various international mechanisms. It also 

examines the Bahrain’s facilitation of torture and the testimonies of Bahraini 

victims. 

16 July 2021 – Salam DHR published the testimony of Younis Al-Nasiri, 

a Bahraini prisoner of conscience at Jau Detention Center. His first-hand 
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accounts, taken in April 2021, provide an alarming picture of how human rights 

violations have increased as well as the high risk of infection with Covid-19 and 

possible death, due to medical neglect from prison authorities.  

09 September 2021 – Salam DHR released ‘Bahrain: Nationalisation the 

Media and Legitimising the Restriction of Social Media Platforms’. This report 

was produced in cooperation with the Journalist Support Committee. It focuses 

on the general state of freedom of the press in Bahrain. It then shows how, 

contrary to the legal framework of Bahrain, the media sector in Bahrain is 

subject to strict control, making independent media impossible. It finds that all 

media in the country is strongly pro-regime. The report details how the Bahraini 

government blocks websites of political associations and human rights 

organisations and shows how state repression includes activists on social media.  

12 October 2021 – Salam DHR published ‘The Death Penalty in 

Bahrain: A System Built on Torture’. The report examines how the expansion of 

executions in Bahrain following the Arab Spring are connected to systemic 

injustices in the country. It cites how government authorities routinely rely on 

coerced confessed extracted under torture, how defendants are not given proper 

access to a lawyer for their defence, and that Bahraini courts are designed to 

favour the political agendas of the King and the government. The report 

concludes that Bahrain’s internal mechanisms for reform are inadequate and that 

the international community must act. 

1 December 2021 – Salam DHR published ‘Bahrain: Religious Tolerance 

in the Crosshairs’. The report monitored violations of religious rights during 

Muharram and Safar in 2021 and presented how the Government of Bahrain 
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systematically discriminates against Shi’a citizens and violates their religious 

freedoms, especially during Ashoura. The report is part of ongoing 

documentation, providing evidence that Bahraini authorities have transformed 

religious events like Ashoura into an act of collective punishment, where 

religious rights and freedom are routinely restricted: banners are banned from 

display, clerics are arrested and ill-treated, mourning processions are attacked 

and communal prayers are restricted.  

Press & Statements 

Throughout the year, SALAM DHR produced daily news updates, covering 
human rights incidents in Bahrain, MENA and Europe. These included updates 
from human rights organisations, global news outlets and activists on the 
ground. We have done this to keep researchers, activists, and patrons as well 
informed as possible of ongoing events in the region and their global 
ramifications. 

18 February 2021 – Salam DHR announced that following the fifth 

round of bilateral discussion between the European Union and the Government 

of Bahrain (GoB), that no verifiable changes to Bahraini policy have occurred, 

making dialogue futile. Salam urged the EU and the GoB to agree to robust 

measures to ensure that the use of the torture and death penalty is reduced in 

Bahrain. It also urged the GoB to accede to the Optional Protocol of the 

Convention Against Torture and the Second Optional Protocol to the 

International Court on Civil and Political Rights. Furthermore, Salam called on 

the GoB once again to implement the recommendations of the BICI and allow 

the Bahraini Lawyers Association to attain legal status and independence 

commensurate with European Associations. 
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11 March 2021 – Salam DHR announced that it, along with other NGOs, 

undersigned a resolution pass by European Parliament, condemning the torture, 

harassment, and the use of the death penalty against human rights defenders in 

Bahrain. Salam DHR called upon EU member states to act upon these 

recommendations. 

31 March 2021 – Salam joined with four other organisations to welcome 

the appointment of Dr Agnes Callamard as Amnesty International’s new 

Secretary General, declaring it a major step forward for human rights. Salam 

hopes that human rights in Bahraini will be a high priority for Dr Callamard.  

13 April 2021 – Salam DHR co-signed a statement with other human 

rights organisations acknowledging calls made by the UN, urging Bahraini 

authorities to release all prisoners of conscience who are at considerable risk 

from Covid-19. Salam DHR also stressed the need for a response from the GoB 

to the UNHRC’s call for an impartial and independent investigation into the 

death of Abbas Mal Allah. It also reiterated demands for the unconditional 

release of all prisoners of conscience and for the GoB to adopt a project to 

redress victims and achieve transitional justice. 

17 April 2021 – Following an attack 3 human rights defenders in Jau 

Detention Center, Salam DHR, along with other Bahraini human rights 

organisations, released a list of 33 prisoners’ names, demanding information 

about their status and called for the GoB to respond to UN requests to send 

special rapporteurs to visit prisons in the country. 

26 April 2021 – With Salam DHR’s support, members of European 

Parliament dispatched a letter to King Hamad Al-Khalifa, urging him to adopt a 
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public health approach to Bahraini prisons, considering an ongoing outbreak of 

Covid-19 at Jau Detention Center. Salam noted in a previous statement that the 

number of Covid infections at Jau was likely far higher than officially recorded.  

20 May 2021 – Salam DHR officially condemned the deportation of 

Burthaina Ahmed from Bahrain, following the end of her sentence as a prisoner 

of conscience. Ahmed, an Omani citizen and long-time resident of Bahrain, was 

deported shortly after being released, separating her from her family. Salam 

DHR commented that Bahrain’s nationality law was motivated by the political 

mood of leaders rather than international law or human rights. It urged the GoB 

not to punitively dismantle families and to create legislation that protects them 

from such ruptures.  

22 May 2021 – Salam DHR co-signed a letter to various UN institutions, 

urging them to call upon Bahrain to release prisoners of conscience and allow 

visits from the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture. Soon after, a statement was 

issued by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, who 

expressed her grave concerns at global prison conditions. 

10 June 2021 – Salam DHR released a statement declaring that the GoB 

must be held accountable for the death of Hussein Barakat. Barakat, a prisoner 

of conscience, died of Covid-19 in Jau Detention Center. Salam DHR has 

repeatedly urged the GoB to take all necessary measures and precautions for 

sanitation in prisons, but it has historically failed to do so. Salam DHR called 

for the implementation of WHO recommendations regarding the release of 

prisoners at high risk from Covid-19 and demanded an investigation into the 

Ministry of Interior’s failings.  
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16 June 2021 – Salam DHR published an account of the experiences of 

Ali Mohsen Muhanna, who was fined for allegedly participating in a march 

following the burial of Hussein Barakat. It urged the GoB to abide by 

international laws related to freedom of opinion, expression, and assembly. 

Salam DHR also called for the release of all prisoners of conscience.  

01 July 2021 – Salam DHR officially launched the ‘Our right is not 

patronage’ campaign. The campaign demands the Lebanese state take 

immediate action to amend its Nationality Law, so that men and women have 

legal equality. Currently, two previous draft laws have been submitted to the 

Lebanese Parliament, and Salam DHR believes there is a legal remedy to this 

issue. 

1 September 2021 – Salam DHR received several testimonies regarding 

ill-treatment of the ‘Abdali Cell’ Kuwaiti Bidun prisoners. The victims were 

reportedly subjected to sectarian abuse, medical neglect, and were deprived of 

the right to see their families. 

03 September 2021 – Salam DHR joined with other NGOs to express 

their serious concerns about the GoB exploitation of Covid-19 precautions to 

restrict religious freedom, documenting how Ashoura events have been 

restricted, with attendees summoned and/fined, while other public events were 

not subject to the same punitive measures. Salam DHR called on the GoB to 

respect the religious rites and freedoms and to stop summoning preachers, 

chanters, and those responsible for mourning and funerals.  
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08 September 2021 – Salam joined with several international 

organisations, launching an appeal to the Afghan people. It was a call for 

solidarity with the Afghan people, conveying to them that they are not alone. 

Salam DHR urged the international community to engage with Taliban to ensure 

a peaceful transition, but also called upon UN leaders to withhold recognition of 

the Taliban if they failed to meet human rights obligations and did not adhere to 

international law. Furthermore, Salam called for global assistance for vulnerable 

Afghans, both within Afghanistan and across the world. 

10 October 2021 – To mark World Day Against the Death Penalty, Salam 

DHR wrote a joint appeal to the King of Bahrain, requesting that he take 

measures to mitigate and eventually end the use of the death penalty in Bahrain. 

It also requested that every case where the Court of Cassation has upheld the 

death be commuted. 

22 October 2021 – Salam DHR joined with Global Covid-19 Consortium 

and declared it will use its experience to prepare a roadmap for acting on the 

impact of Covid-19 on the Kuwaiti Bidun community. Its aim is to improve 

health outcomes for the Bidun and to end the inhumane policies of the Kuwait 

government, which deprive thousands of their nationality. 

17 November 2021 – Salam DHR condemned the GoB’s policy of 

prohibiting online statements and content critical of the government. It also 

called for all legal articles and domestic legislation that justify the deprivation 

of political rights to be made public and urged the GoB to provide a legal and 

regulatory environment that allows independent media and freedom of 

expression. 
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07 December 2021 – Salam DHR joined with 5 other NGOs to renew 

engagement between the UN and Bahrain. It highlighted that the 2022 elections 

provide an opportunity to act on the shared goal of making Bahrain a society 

that respects the role of law as well as participative and collective governance.  

23 December 2021 – Salam DHR declared the GoB’s decision to exclude 

dozens of applicants for charity management positions an infringement on 

national and international laws. It recommended that the GoB lift all such 

restrictions and amend all laws restricting charitable and civil work and that the 

GoB should not exclude former members of dissolved organisations. 

Events  

14 February 2021 – A launch event was held for Decade of Oppression: 

Authoritarianism in Bahrain, 2011-2012. The event was a round table 

discussion hosted by Andrew McIntosh and Drewery Dyke. Former Al-Wefaq 

MPs Jawad Fairooz and Matar Matar were in attendance, as well as Gulf 

Human Rights researcher, Devin Kenney, and criminologist and academic, Staci 

Strobl. The event was broadcast on YouTube and Al Jazeera.  

26 March 2021 – Salam DHR participated in 3-day workshop aimed at 

enhancing the capacity of youth activists to advocate for ending gender 

discrimination in Kuwait and Lebanon. This included advocating for reform 

through international, local and legal frameworks, as well through conceptions 

of nationality. 
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28 September 2021 - Salam DHR held a workshop on Bahrain’s 

Universal Periodic Review. It was attended by 25 participants, including 

lawyers, human rights organisations, activists, and students. During the event 

Sayed Yousif Al-Muhafdha explained: the standards in writing UPR shadow 

reports, how to identify recommendations that were not implemented, how to 

make propositions to the country concerned, the basic form of testimonies, and 

the basic mechanisms of the UPR. The President of the Bahrain Forum for 

Human Rights addressed the recommendations presented to Bahrain in 2017, 

while Lena Haitham and Reem Al-Zuhairi discussed the mechanism, 

methodology, deadlines and timetables, and the methodology of reports. Near 

the end of the event, there was a review of a model shadow report produced by 

Salam DHR in a previous report. The event was broadcast on YouTube. 

29 September 2021 – Salam DHR organised the workshop ‘Bahrain 

Since the 1990s” which focussed on interrogating social and political reform 

over the past 30 years. It considered the nature of political and social reform 

propagated by the current King, Crown Prince, and the ruling regime as well as 

political and social reform from the perspective of the opposition. Moreover, it 

offered a critical review of the 2002 constitution, along with the challenge and 

opportunities relating to social and political reform. The event was broadcast on 

YouTube. 

23 October 2021 – Salam DHR held the event ‘Stateless Bidun of 

Kuwait Must Now be able to proclaim: “Ana Kuwaiti”/I am Kuwaiti’, 

discussing what was at stake for the Kuwait’s Bidun stateless community in the 

December 2020 elections. The audience consisted of Bidun rights activists, 

Kuwaiti nationals, non-Kuwaiti/non-gulf nationals interested in the issue/ non-
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regional journalists, policy makers, and relevant NGOs. It was attended by 16 

speakers and had several sponsors who sent speakers. The event was broadcast 

on YouTube.  

27-29 October 2021 - Salam DHR participated in a 3 days workshop 

with the UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights- Regional 

Office in Beirut. The primary goal of the workshop was to instruct NGO 

workers and human rights functionaries on how to effectively draft complaints 

to governments and the UN on human rights abuses. 
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Opinion Pieces 

7 February 2021 – In ‘Biden and Yemen: What Does It Mean for 

Bahrain?’, Salam DHR urged the government of Bahrain to end the renewed 

oppression of lawyers and called for greater powers and autonomy to be granted 

to Bahrain’s Lawyers Association. Moreover, Salam DHR urged Bahrain to 

heed recommendations of UN treaty bodies and bring laws on freedom of 

expression, association, and assembly in line with treaty obligations 

22 February 2012 – ‘Bahrain Government Must Stop Targeting Lawyers 

Including Abdulla al-Shamlawi by Way of Long Standing, Unfair Restrictions 

on Freedom of Expression’ analysed the consequences of the Biden 

administration’s decision to withdraw support from Saudi Arabia’s war in 

Yemen. It argues that this decision could mark the beginning of a prolonged US 

withdrawal from the Middle East, as well as being more likely to challenge its 

allies on human rights. Additionally, it speculates that as America withdraws, 

there is a risk its allies will consider moving towards China, given its lack of 

concern about human rights. It therefore recommended President Biden and 

future US administrations make it clear to their Middle Eastern allies that they 

will continue to remain allies; but that alliance expects real and measurable 

human rights improvements. 

13 March 2021 – ‘Women Are a Voice, Not an Echo’ argues that there 

are three main factors to consider regarding women’s rights in Kuwait. First, 

Kuwait is first in the Arab world and second in the Gulf, meaning society is a 

complex mix of historical and ideological values. Additionally, there are 

inherited manners, behaviours, and fixed ideals of personal and communal 

contentment. Second – there is an alliance between state and clergy, based on 

strict conservatism that melds religion with traditional culture. Third – women 
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are most affected by these circumstances. They are the victims, but many also 

accept their situation and claim satisfaction from it, making reform difficult. 

Several obstacles are faced by activists in the reform movement. Women still do 

not have the agency to make their own decisions and their freedom of speech is 

restricted. For women’s rights to move forward in Kuwait, this paradigm must 

change, and that must arrive through fundamental reforms of the Kuwaiti legal 

system, guaranteeing inalienable freedoms for women.  

4 November 2021 – ‘Sheikh Ali Salman: Victim of a Miscarriage of 

Justice in Bahrain’. This piece argued that prison is the fate of any citizen who 

dares to peacefully demand freedom in Bahrain. It affirmed this by making 

extensive reference to the case of Sheikh Ali who was initially sentenced to four 

years in prison for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression and 

is now serving a life sentence. 

17 December 2021 – ‘Liquid Nationality and Fixed Precarity in Bahrain’ 

was adapted from an academic paper. This article detailed the aftermath of the 

Pearl Uprising, in which hundreds of Bahrainis were detained, deported and/or 

rendered stateless. It argues that Bahrain’s lack of social contract between 

citizens and the state enables state media to construct narratives for international 

audiences when in practice its citizens are largely segregated. Furthermore, 

Bahraini society is by design incohesive, where the state has historically used a 

system of divide and rule. 

26 December 2021 – ‘The Seventh Year of Sheikh Ali Salman’s 

Arbitrary Detention’ detailed the circumstances of Sheikh Ali Salman detention. 

He is currently serving a life sentence for practising peaceful political activism.  
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Internships 

Salam DHR recruited 15 highly skilled interns over the course of 2021 to 

advocate for human rights, democracy, and sustainable development. The 

programme’s aim is to train a generation of advocates who will pressure 

democratic governments to condemn human rights abuses in the Gulf and seek 

to ameliorate them. SALAM provided these interns with training in 

international law, UN treaty bodies, and democratic procedures in the EU, UK, 

US, and Ireland. The programme also hosted 20 internal sessions with 

numerous speakers, including human rights experts, politicians, and academics, 

to give the interns unique perspectives on highly relevant issues regarding 

Bahrain, the MENA region, and human rights. The programme has been a 

resounding success and SALAM has continued to expand its scope and 

expertise in 2022
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